
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 6 May 2009] 

 p3433b-3433b 
Dr Graham Jacobs 

 [1] 

VOICE COMMITTEE � CESSATION 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre � Minister for Mental Health) [12.09 pm]: I rise today to reflect on Hon Colin 
Barnett�s comments about the plethora of boards and committees, the oversight of which falls to this 
government. In a speech to the Committee for Economic Development of Australia in March, the Premier 
estimated that there were in excess of 1 000 committees and boards advising government, and questioned 
whether taxpayers were getting value for the expense incurred in funding these committees. This subject was 
recently brought to mind during a meeting I had with the chair of the voice committee. Voice was established in 
June 2002 with a number of priorities to consider as an outcome of the WA Community Drug Summit. The chair 
had a mediation role to facilitate input from different perspectives. Aptly named, voice played an active role in 
representing the interests of young people, families, multicultural groups, people from remote and regional areas, 
drug users and service providers. Having made this valuable contribution to the alcohol and drug sector, more 
recently the members of voice have questioned whether their current circumstances make the original context of 
their task relevant, and have concluded that other consultation methods are available through local drug action 
groups, the Alcohol and Drug Information Service and parent drug information services. The remaining 
members of voice, Mrs Anne Russell-Brown, Mr Bryan Taylor, Ms Fiona Calley, Ms Sandra Harris, Ms Sue 
Lee, Mr Kevin Trent and Mr Steve Robinson, who have served voice in a voluntary capacity over the years, have 
identified that the role they so admirably fulfilled is now being served through a number of other agencies. I had 
the privilege of hosting a thank-you morning tea for the committee this morning. 

During these grim economic times, this decision by voice is admirable. It is agreed that there will be very modest 
annual savings in administration costs to the taxpayer. Although some other longstanding committees might 
languish through lack of direction or relevance, holding out for a time of change, voice has come forward and 
said, �We have served the purpose for which we were initially convened. There are other groups that have come 
into existence and ways to provide the vital feedback and consultative role in the fight against drug use.� Today I 
congratulate and thank the members of voice for their contribution. To those remaining members, some of whom 
are original appointees, and to those who served during the years of its existence, thank you for a job well done. 
 


